marsupials, including opossums, are considered the most important leptospirosis reservoirs (4) .
Opossums are omnivorous mammals that belong to the Marsupialia order and are widespread in the South America. They present crepuscular and night habits and due to their opportunistic behavior, these animals are well adapted to numerous environments. Opossums are synanthropic animals that may live among humans both in rural and urban areas -where they are more and more commonly found on account of the availability of water, shelter and food. This characteristic makes them significant disseminators of diseases among wild and domestic animals as well as Among synanthropic animals, the serovar Copenhageni is known as an important leptospirosis infection source and is responsible for maintaining the agent and giving rise to the infection in humans and other animals (1). The persistence of leptospirosis transmission is aggravated by the presence in urban environments of synanthropic rodents and marsupials such as opossums. Because of ecological imbalance, animals that used to live in equilibrium with their natural environments are now moving to urban areas seeking shelter and food. Thus, they are easily found in cities due to the presence of garbage and environmental disturbances. This situation favors the dissemination of zoonoses like leptospirosis, Chagas disease and leishmaniasis (7, 8) .
The prevention of leptospirosis should be based on the eradication of reservoir rodents that may infect humans and other animals. Removal of organic garbage, food waste and refuse materials that may shelter rodents and opossums are the primary measure to control the transmission. Additionally, stationary water and contact with sewage must be avoided in all urban areas. Therefore, a substantial investment in basic sanitation is required (9) . The high frequency and serological reactions to Copenhageni serovar demonstrate that this leptospira is persisting in the environment, probably because of the continuing presence of rodents in urban areas, which enables transmission of this agent to opossums. The elevated percentage of serovars reactive to tested samples reveals the infectivity degree to which these 
